Religious Education & Faith Development Policy

In this document the Board of Management of Coachford NS sets out the policy of the
school regarding Faith Development & Religious Education.

This is a Roman Catholic School run according to the norms for Catholic education
outlined in many Church documents. We are committed to developing each child's full
potential in a positive, supportive and Christian environment. We invite everyone to
participate and we urge everyone to contribute.

Religious Education

The programme aims to encourage:

e Belief in God and in the person of Jesus Christ as portrayed in the Bible

e Anunderstanding of doctrine

e The practice of prayer and worship

e Moral growth

e The development of community spirit [which implies caring for the other,
recognising the uniqueness and dignity of each person, the sacredness of life, our
welcoming of the stranger, etc.]

e The experience of God through prayer, through the recognition of the world as
God's creation and through the circumstances of daily life.

The Programme

The Board of Management and the teachers have adopted the Grow in Love Catechetical
Programme approved and recommended for use in Catholic Schools. The programme
assists our aims in an age-appropriate progression through the school. The programme is
studied each day for one half-hour. A Catholic ethos, however, permeates the school day
and the life of the school.

Faith Development

We carefully plan for the development of the inner life of the child through creativity,
imagination, an appreciation of our world and a sense of wonder.

This inner growth lays the basis for helping children with:
o faith in their ability to develop a personal relationship with God:;
o faith in the doctrines of the Catholic Church in which they have been baptised and
an awareness of the mysteries of faith;



¢ the development of a personal prayer life and an understanding of the importance
of communal worship.

This growth in the understanding and faith informs their willingness to share, to make
sacrifices for others and to act in a morally appropriate way.

Whole School Dimension of Religious Education Programme

Prayer & Worship
The school community is given the opportunity to share prayerful reflection and a sense
of awe and wonder at the presence of God in daily life.

The major Catholic and local feasts are celebrated in this spirit. They may also marked
with the aid of signs and symbols displayed throughout the school.

e Advent - the Advent wreath and Jesse tree,

e Christmas - tree and crib,

e Feast of St Brigid - traditional crosses,

o Feast of St Patrick - depiction of story & shamrock,

e Lent - symbols of repentance and ashes,

e Easter - symbols of the new life of resurrection, the empty tomb,
e Pentecost - artistic depiction of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgical and paraliturgical celebrations are held in common on some occasions e.g.
e The opening and closing of the school year;
e Some of the above feasts,
e Carol service at Christmas,
o Blessing of Ashes,
e Times of trauma or crisis,

Community Building

We try to ensure that all children feel safe within the school community and feel that
they belong; we also aim to ensure that all children understand that each one has the
same right to have his/her opinions heard as any other.

A sense of togetherness and solidarity among the school community is fostered through,
eg.

e assemblies being held by the Principal or organised by other teachers in their furn

e our Green Flag/Active Flag and Healthy School initiatives

e Sports Day

¢ School Concerts

e celebrating achievements of the pupils

e celebrating diversity

Collaboration
The Catholic education offered here informs and permeates the whole atmosphere and

ethos of the school.

It is conducted in collaboration with the children's parents and the local parish. In all
matters pertaining to the education of the children and especially in religious education
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we acknowledge the primacy of the place held in this process by the parents or guardians
of the children. We see our role as being supportive of the role of parents and parish.

During their time at this school the children have an opportunity to receive the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation. The clergy of the parish
lead sacramental preparation of the children and the school staff act in a supportive
role. Therefore, any matters pertaining to the sacraments are the responsibility of
parents in consultation with the parish clergy.

Religion in Relation to Admission Policy

Subject to the terms of the admission policy children of any faith or of no faith are
welcome to this school. Each child is welcome to attend and benefit from the Catholic
religious education programme. However, if parents desire otherwise they are asked to
contact the class teacher to discuss arrangements.

Some whole school liturgical celebrations take place in St Patrick's Church, Coachford.
Every effort is made to hold these at the beginning of the school day so that children
who do not wish to attend can come to school when the celebration has concluded. If the
whole school liturgical celebration is taking place in the school hall children can be
supervised in one of the classrooms.

Where parents agree and see value in it, children who are not Catholic are welcome to
participate in the Religious Education Programme and prayer life of the school.

Success Criteria for the Programme

e There is an acknowledged sense of God, Faith, Prayer and Worship within the school
community

e There is an ordered community where respect for all is evident at all times

e There is an outward-looking care for the less fortunate in society

e Recognisable links between Parish/Home/School

e Children can speak confidently of their faith.

Responsibility for Implementing this Policy

The Board of Management in consultation with the Principal, all staff and the clergy of
the parish are responsible for facilitating the smooth implementation of the policy.

The teachers teach the programme appropriate to their class. All members of staff and
all within the school community are expected to actively support the spirit and ethos of
the school.

The parents co-operate and support the school in its efforts, especially at times of
sacramental preparation and at other school events to which they are invited. They are
also asked to help with religious education homework and to read the parts of the Grow
in Love Programme that are intended for them.



Appendix 1 List of Prayers
Prayer List for Coachford NS

Prayers for Junior, Senior Infants and First Class

Sign of the Cross + as Gaeilge

Hail Mary

Our Father

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After Meals

Prayer to the Trinity

Prayer o my Guardian Angel

Prayers for Second to Sixth Classes

Mass Responses

Act of Sorrow

Prayer before Forgiveness

Prayer after Forgiveness

Confiteor

Prayer before Communion

Prayer after Communion

Gloria

Angelus

Ar nAthair

Sé do bheatha a Mhuire




